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MOCK TRIAL TOURNAMENT POLICIES AND PROCEDURES
New York’s Annual Mock Trial Tournament is governed by the policies set forth below. The LYC
Committee and the Law, Youth and Citizenship Program of the New York State Bar Association
reserve the right to make decisions to preserve the equity, integrity, and educational aspects of the
program.

By participating in the Mock Trial Tournament, participants agree to abide by the decisions
rendered by the LYC Committee and the Mock Trial program staff and accept such decisions
as final.
1.

GENERAL POLICIES
a.

All mock trial rules, regulations, and criteria for judging apply at all levels of the Mock Trial
Tournament.

b. The Simplified Rules of Evidence and Procedure contained in Part III govern the trial
proceedings.
c.

County Coordinators administer county tournaments. County Coordinators have sole
responsibility for organizing, planning, and conducting tournaments at the county level and
should be the first point of contact for questions at the county level.

d. For any single tournament round, all teams are to consist of three attorneys and three
witnesses.
e.

For all tournament rounds, one judge will be utilized for trial re-enactments.

f.

Teams must not identify themselves by their school name to the judge prior to the
announcement of the judge’s decision.

g.

If a team member who is scheduled to participate in a trial enactment becomes ill, injured, or
has a serious conflict and as a result cannot compete, then the team may substitute an alternate
team member. If an alternate team member is not available, the local coordinator may declare a
forfeit or reschedule the enactment at his or her sole discretion.

h. Members of a team may play different roles in different rounds, or other students may
participate in another round.
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i.

Winners in any single round will be asked to switch sides in the case for the next round. Where
it is impossible for both teams to switch sides, a coin flip will be used to determine assignments
in the next round.

j.

Teacher-coaches of teams who will be competing against one another are required to exchange
information regarding the names and gender of their witnesses at least three days prior to each
round.

k. No attorney may be compensated in any way for his or her service as an attorney-advisor to a
mock trial team or as a judge in the Mock Trial Tournament. When a team has a student or
students with special needs who may require an accommodation, the teacher-coach MUST
bring this to the attention of the County Coordinator at least two weeks prior to the time when
the accommodation will be needed.
l.

The judge must take judicial notice of the Statement of Stipulated Facts and any other
stipulations.

m. Teams may bring perceived errors in the problem or suggestions for improvements in the
tournament rules and procedures to the attention of the LYC staff at any time. These, however,
are not grounds for protests. Any protest arising from an enactment must be filed with the
County Coordinator in accordance with the protest rule in the Tournament Rules.
2.

SCORING
a. Scoring is on a scale of 1-5 for each performance (5 is excellent). Judges are required to enter
each score on the Performance Rating Sheet (Appendix) after each performance, while the
enactment is fresh in their minds. Judges should be familiar with and use the performance rating
guidelines (Appendix) when scoring a trial.
b. Judges are required to also assign between 1 and 10 points to EACH team for demonstrating
professionalism during a trial. A score for professionalism may not be left blank.
Professionalism criteria are:
•

Team’s overall confidence, preparedness and demeanor

•

Compliance with the rules of civility

•

Zealous but courteous advocacy

•

Honest and ethical conduct
18

2019-2020 Mock Trial Case – Final Version – Nov. 15, 2019 – REVISED FEB.25, 2020

•

Knowledge and adherence to the rules of the competition

•

Absence of unfair tactics, such as repetitive, baseless objections; improper communication
and signals; invention of facts; and strategies intended to waste the opposing team’s time
for its examinations. A score of 1 to 3 points should be awarded for a below average
performance, 4 to 6 points for an average performance, and 7 to 10 points for an
outstanding or above average performance.

c.

The appropriate County Coordinator will collect the Performance Rating Sheet for recordkeeping purposes. Copies of score sheets are NOT available to individual teams; however, a
team can get its total score through the County Coordinator.

3.

LEVELS OF COMPETITION
a.

For purposes of this program, New York State has been divided into eight regions:
Region 1 .........West

Region 5 .........New York City (NYC-A)

Region 2 .........Central

Region 6 .........New York City (NYC-B)

Region 3 .........Northeast

Region 7 .........Nassau County

Region 4 .........Lower Hudson

Region 8 .........Suffolk County

b. See Map and Chart of Counties in Regions (Appendix).
4.

COUNTY TOURNAMENTS
a.

All rules of the New York State Mock Trial Tournament must be adhered to at tournaments at
the county level.

b. In these tournaments, there are two phases. In the first phase, each team will participate in at
least two rounds before the elimination process begins, once as plaintiff/prosecution and once
as defendant. After the second round, a certain number of the original teams will proceed to
the second phase in a single elimination tournament. Prior to the competition, and with the
knowledge of the competitors, the County Coordinator may determine a certain number of
teams that will proceed to the Phase II single elimination tournament. While this number may
be more or less than half the original number of teams, any team that has won both rounds
based on points, but whose combined score does not place it within the established number of
teams, MUST be allowed to compete in the Phase II single elimination tournament.
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c.

The teams that advance to Phase II do so based on a combination of wins and point
differential, defined as the points earned by a team in its Phase I matches minus the points
earned by its opponents in those same Phase I matches. All 2-0 teams automatically advance;
teams with a 1-1 record advance based upon point differential, then upon total number of
points in the event of a tie; if any spots remain open, teams with a record of 0-2 advance, based
upon point differential, then upon total number of points in the event of a tie.

d. If the number of teams going into the single elimination phase is odd, the team with the most
wins and highest combined score will receive a bye. If any region starts the year with an odd
number of teams, one team from that region may receive a bye, coin toss, etc.
e.

Phase II of the contest is a single round elimination tournament; winners advance to the next
round.

f.

At times, a forfeit may become a factor in determining aggregate point totals and which teams
should advance to the single elimination tournament. Each county should review its procedures
for dealing with forfeits, in light of the recommended procedures below. Please note that due to
the variety of formats in use in different counties, it is strongly urged that each county develop
a system which takes its own structure into account and which participants understand prior to
the start of the local tournament. That procedure should be forwarded to the New York State
Mock Trial Program Manager, before the first round of competition is held.

g.

If a county has an established method for dealing with forfeits, or establishes one, then that rule
continues to govern. If no local rule is established, then the following State rule will apply:
In determining which teams will advance to the single elimination tournament, forfeits
will first be considered to cancel each other out, as between two teams vying for the
right to advance. If such canceling is not possible (as only one of two teams vying for a
particular spot has a forfeit victory), then a point value must be assigned for the forfeit.
The point value to be assigned should be derived from averaging the team’s point total
in the three matches (where possible) chronologically closest to the date of the forfeit;
or if only two matches were scheduled, then double the score of the one that was held.
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5.

REGIONAL TOURNAMENTS
a.

Teams who have been successful in winning county level tournaments will proceed to regional
level tournaments. Coordinators administer regional tournaments. Coordinators have sole
responsibility for organizing, planning and conducting tournaments at the regional level.
Participants must adhere to all rules of the tournament at regional level tournaments.

b. Regional tournaments are held in counties within the region on a rotating basis. Every effort is
made to determine and announce the location and organizer of the regional tournaments before
the new mock trial season begins.
c.

All mock trial rules and regulations and criteria for judging apply, at all levels of the Mock Trial
Tournament.

d. The winning team from each region will be determined by an enactment between the two teams
with the best records (the greatest number of wins and greatest point differential) during the
regional tournament. The winning team from each region will qualify for the State Finals in
Albany.
e.

The regional tournaments MUST be completed 16 days prior to the State Finals. Due to
administrative requirements and contractual obligations, the State Coordinator must have in its
possession the schools’ and students’ names by this deadline. Failure to adhere to this deadline
may jeopardize hotel blocks set aside for a region’s teacher-coaches, attorney-advisors and
students coming to Albany for the State Finals.

6.

STATEWIDE FINALS
a.

Once regional winners have been determined, The New York Bar Foundation will provide the
necessary funds for each team’s room and board for the two days it participates in the State
Finals in Albany. Funding is available to pay for up to nine students, one teacher coach and one
attorney-advisor for each team. Students of the same gender will share a room, with a maximum
of four per room. Transportation costs are not covered. However, if a school can cover the
additional costs for room and board for additional team members above the nine students, one
teacher coach and one attorney-advisor sponsored through the Bar Foundation, all members of
a team are welcome to attend the State Finals. However, requests to bring additional team
members must be approved by the Mock Trial Program Manager in advance.
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b. Costs for additional students (more than 9) and adult coaches and/or advisors (more than 2) will
not be covered by the New York Bar Foundation grant or the LYC Program. The Mock Trial
Program Manager is not responsible for making room arrangements and reservations for
anyone other than the nine students, one teacher-coach and one attorney-advisor for each team.
However, the Mock Trial Program Manager may choose to make those arrangements for the
additional team members. This applies to team members only, not guests. If the Program
Manager chooses not to make the arrangements, every attempt will be made to pass along any
special hotel rates to these other participants. Additional team members attending the State
Finals may participate in organized meal functions but will be responsible for paying for their
participation. The teacher coach must advise their school administration of the school’s
responsibility to cover those additional charges and obtain their approval in advance.
The Mock Trial Program Manager will provide an invoice to the Coach to submit to the school’s
administrator. A purchase order must then be submitted to the Mock Trial Program Manager
in Albany immediately after the school’s team has been designated as the Regional Winner who
will be participating in the State Finals in Albany. In most cases, the school will be billed after
the State Finals. However, it is possible that a school may be required to provide payment in
advance for their additional team members.
c.

Each team will participate in two enactments the first day, against two different teams. Each
team will be required to change sides—plaintiff/prosecution to defendant, defendant to
plaintiff/prosecution—for the second enactment. Numerical scores will be assigned to each
team’s performance by the judges.

d. The two teams with the most wins and highest numerical score will compete on the following
day, except that any team that has won both its enactments will automatically advance,
regardless of its point total. In the rare event of three teams each winning both of their
enactments, the two teams with the highest point totals, in addition to having won both of their
enactments, will advance.
e.

The final enactment will be a single elimination tournament. Plaintiff/prosecution and
defendant will be determined by a coin toss by the Mock Trial Program Manager. All teams
invited to the State Finals must attend the final trial enactment.

f.

A judge will determine the winner. THE JUDGE’S DECISION IS FINAL.
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7. MCLE CREDIT FOR PARTICIPATING ATTORNEYS AND JUDGES
Pursuant to the Rules pertaining to the Mandatory Continuing Legal Education Program in the State
of New York, as an accredited provider of CLE programs, we are required to carefully monitor
requests for earning CLE credit through participation in our high school mock trial program. Credit
may be earned for preparing students for and judging law competitions, mock trials and moot court
arguments, including those at the high school level. Ethics and professionalism credit hours are not
available for participation in this type of activity. No additional credit may be earned for preparation
time.
One (1) CLE credit hour may be earned for each 50 minutes of participation in a high school or
college law competition. A maximum of three (3) CLE credits in skills may be earned for judging
or coaching mock trial competitions during any one reporting cycle, i.e., within a two-year
period1. Newly admitted attorneys (less than 24 months) are NOT eligible for this type of
CLE credit.
The LYC Program will process all requests for CLE credit through the New York State Bar
Association’s Continuing Legal Education Department, an accredited provider of CLE approved by
the New York State Continuing Legal Education Board. The procedure is as follows:
a) The Mock Trial Program Manager will provide the County Coordinators with a copy of the
Request for CLE Credit Verification Form2 to disseminate to attorneys/judges participating in
the mock trial tournament in their county.
b) Request for CLE Credit Verification Forms must be signed by the attorney/judge and
returned to the County Coordinator. The County Coordinator must return the signed copy to
the Mock Trial Program Manager in Albany by mail, email or fax by June 1 for processing.
c) MCLE certificates will be generated and sent by email to the attorney/judge requesting the
credit. MCLE credit cannot be provided without the signed Request for CLE Credit
Verification Form. The attorney/judge MUST provide a valid email address on the form. A
copy of the Request for CLE Credit Verification Form follows and is also available online at
www.nysba.org/nysmocktrial.
1 1) The biennial reporting cycle shall be the two-year period between the dates of submission of the attorney's biennial registration statement; 2) An attorney
shall comply with the requirements of this Subpart commencing from the time of the filing of the attorney's biennial attorney registration statement in the second
calendar year following admission to the Bar.
2 County Coordinators will begin disseminating this revised form to participating attorneys and judges during the 2018-2019 New York State Mock Trial
tournament season.
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