NYSBA Guidelines for Obtaining
MCLE Credit for Writing
Under New York’s Mandatory CLE Rule, MCLE credits may be earned for legal research-based writing, directed to an
attorney audience. This might take the form of an article for a periodical, or work on a book. The applicable portion of the
MCLE Rule, at Part 1500.22(h), states:
Credit may be earned for legal research-based writing upon application to the CLE Board, provided the activity
(i) produced material published or to be published in the form of an article, chapter or book written, in whole or in
substantial part, by the applicant, and (ii) contributed substantially to the continuing legal education of the applicant and other attorneys. Authorship of articles for general circulation, newspapers or magazines directed to a
non-lawyer audience does not qualify for CLE credit. Allocation of credit of jointly authored publications should be
divided between or among the joint authors to reflect the proportional effort devoted to the research and writing of
the publication.
Further explanation of this portion of the rule is provided in the regulations and guidelines that pertain to the rule. At
section 3.c.9 of those regulations and guidelines, one finds the specific criteria and procedure for earning credits for writing. In brief, they are as follows:
• The writing must be such that it contributes substantially to the continuing legal education of the author and other
attorneys;
• it must be published or accepted for publication;
• it must have been written in whole or in substantial part by the applicant;
• one credit is given for each hour of research or writing, up to a maximum of 12 credits;
• a maximum of 12 credit hours may be earned for writing in any one reporting cycle;
• articles written for general circulation, newspapers and magazines directed at nonlawyer audiences do not qualify
for credit;
• only writings published or accepted for publication after January 1, 1998 can be used to earn credits;
• credit (a maximum of 12) can be earned for updates and revisions of materials previously granted credit within any
one reporting cycle;
• no credit can be earned for editing such writings;
• allocation of credit for jointly authored publications shall be divided between or among the joint authors to reflect
the proportional effort devoted to the research or writing of the publication;
• only attorneys admitted more than 24 months may earn credits for writing.
In order to receive credit, the applicant must send a copy of the writing to the New York State Continuing Legal
Education Board, 25 Beaver Street, 8th Floor, New York, New York 10004. A completed application should be sent with
the materials (the application form can be downloaded from the Unified Court System’s Web site, at this address: www.
courts.state.ny.us/mcle.htm (click on “Publication Credit Application” near the bottom of the page)). After review of the
application and materials, the Board will notify the applicant by first-class mail of its decision and the number of credits
earned.

