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The Judicial Dispatch is your newsletter. To receive future complimentary
paper editions, you must be a member of NYSBA’s Judicial Section.
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If you have an article or announcement you would like considered for
publication, please sent it to me in electronic format.

The views expressed in articles in this newsletter are not necessarily the
views of NYSBA, the Judicial Section, or its Officers.
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PRESIDING MEMBER’S MESSAGE
Dear Judicial Section Colleagues:
As of June 1st, I am the Presiding Member of the New York State
Bar Association Judicial Section for the upcoming year. I have been
a Supreme Court Justice in the Fifth Judicial District for the past
15 years. I must admit that, up until a few years ago, like many
of you, I had no idea of the purpose and function of the NYSBA
Judicial Section.

Hon. James P. Murphy

By way of introduction, the mission of the Judicial Section is
to promote dialogue, interaction, collaboration and collegiality
among the judges and justices in New York State and to improve
and promote the efficiency, effectiveness, diversity and standing
of the judiciary.

Membership is open to any member of the New York State Bar
Association “who is or has been a judge or justice of any court of
the State of New York, or who resides in New York State and is or has been a judge or justice
of a United States Court.” The Section’s members hail from every jurisdiction in the state
and preside in every court – Federal, Supreme, Surrogate’s, Court of Claims, County, Family,
District, City, NYC Civil and Criminal, Housing and Town and Village. The Section Bylaws established the Council of Judicial Associations, which is made up of leaders from each of these
courts’ associations and representatives from other judicial associations.
Critically important today is the role of the Judicial Section in advising the State Bar Association on current issues and concerns important to the judiciary, the courts and the people
appearing before us. Our Section is the mechanism whereby important, timely issues and
concerns are brought to the attention of the State Bar and upon which policy is determined
and action taken. The State Bar Association is able to lobby the Legislature and Governor
differently and much more effectively at times, than we can.
Now, more than ever, the Judicial Section needs your time, talents and perspective. I am
eager and committed to expanding the participation and involvement of the Judicial Section
in the NYSBA. Four times a year, the State Bar House of Delegates meets and considers various substantive reports on a wide range of topics impacting the profession, the courts and
society. If adopted after debate, the reports then become official NYSBA policy and often a
legislative priority.
For example, within the past year there have been House of Delegates reports involving the
School-to-Prison pipeline; Evaluation of Judicial Candidates; Wrongful Convictions, Children
and the Law; Commercial and Federal Litigation; and Attorneys at Arraignment, to name a
few. As judges, we have a unique perspective and, I believe, an obligation to weigh in on
these discussions. Court re-structuring is being considered now!
In an effort to ensure that the perspectives of the New York judiciary are actively represented in the NYSBA, I plan to establish a Judicial Section “Reports Committee” that would consist
of Section members from courts from around the State that would be available to quickly
review and prepare comments on specific reports being considered by the House of Delegates.
For example, a group of criminal court judges could be engaged to review and comment on
the issues raised in the School-to-Prison Pipeline report.
If you are interested in sharing your knowledge and experience to help address some of the
issues playing out before us each day, or if you have any ideas as to new activities the Section
could pursue, I ask you to please contact me at jmurphy@nycourts.gov or (315) 671-1109. I
also invite you to be in touch with any of our other Section officers during the year.
I will be in touch with you shortly about the creation of our new online Judicial Section
“Community” that will allow for easy, online communication and written exchanges among
our Section members.
Thanks for your continued support of our Judicial Section!
Yours truly,
James P. Murphy
Presiding Member
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Continued from Page 1
ety of non-profit organizations including Pride Center of the Capital
Region, Catholic Charities, AIDS Services, Empire State Society of Association Executives, Women’s Press Club, International Association
of Business Communicators and the Albany County Bar Association.
From several of these organizations, Pat has received special awards
and recognitions.
When Pat announced her retirement, I solicited comments about
her from members of the Judicial Council. Not surprisingly, our
members had nothing but praise and good wishes for Pat. Among
the comments received:
• Paul Feinman: “It is difficult to imagine the Judicial Section without you there to keep it on track. I’ve thoroughly enjoyed working
with you over the years, and getting to know you as a friend.”
• Barbara Kapnick: “I will miss your wise counsel and your friendship.”
• Len Austin: “It is with regret that I acknowledge your impending
retirement; although it is well earned. Over the years, my interactions with you were professional yet pleasant. Your ability to focus
busy NYSBA members to achieve our goals is a credit to you. You
will be truly missed. It has been a pleasure and honor to work and
interact with you.”

(l-r) Hon. Joanne Quinones (Treasurer), Hon. Cheryl Chambers (Former
Presiding Member), Pat Wood (NYSBA Liaison), Hon. James Murphy (Presiding
Member), Hon. Deborah Karalunas (Former Presiding Member and Dispatch
Editor), Hon. Denise Hartman (Secretary) and Hon. Barbara Kapnick (Assistant
Presiding Member)

• Angela Mazzarelli: “I remember with great fondness the many
times we worked together for the Judicial Section. It would have
been a disaster without you.”
• Cheryl Chambers: “Thank you so much for all that you have
done over the years.”
• Jim Murphy: “You are one of my favorite people in the Section
and the Bar! I will miss you terribly!”
• Joanne Quinones: “We are so going to miss you. You are the
lifeline of this group and will be truly missed.”
• John O’Donnell: “Thank you for all your help.”
• Ellen Spodek: “I couldn’t have gotten through my year as Presiding Member without you!”

Hon. Jim Murphy, Hon. Joseph Cassata and Pat Wood

• Deb Karalunas: “I can’t imagine how we will get along without
you. You have been the backbone of the Judicial Section, rescuing
and sustaining us for time immemorial. We will miss you terribly.”
• Eileen Bransten: “The Judicial Section will never be the same.
You are a terrific person, and a terrific mentor to all new Judicial
Section Presiding Members.”
• Michelle Weston: “You cannot be replaced. I will miss you. You
welcomed me and helped me from day one. No questions asked.
Thank you for being my friend and making me feel at home at
NYSBA.”
• Terry Jane Ruderman: “You made it easy for me to do my job!”
• Rachel Kretser: “You were a godsend during my tenure and
have been a dear friend for many years. Our meetings won’t be
the same without you.”
• Marsha Steinhardt: “Such a pleasure to work with you.”
• Denise Hartman: “It’s been such a pleasure to work with you!”
• Conrad Singer: “What terrible news for us and great news for
you. You will be missed!”
• Joe Cassata: “Many great years!”

At the June 7, 2019 Judicial Council Meeting, Pat was honored with
a cake, a plaque from the Association of City Court Judges, a Corning
Museum of Glass piece, and a monetary gift.
Pat, we will miss the decades of love and support you provided to the
Judicial Section. Wishing you health and happiness in your retirement,
and taking solace knowing you will serve with excellence any organization with which you affiliate.
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Message From Hon. Cheryl E. Chambers
Immediate Past Presiding Member
When I first
took
on
the
role of Presiding
Member of the
Judicial Section
last year, I had in
the back of my
mind the words
of Justice A.F.H.
Seeger, who, in
1923, first called
for the formaHon. Cheryl E. Chambers tion of our Section in the hope
that it would “tend to bring the Justices
nearer together, where they may exchange
ideas, experiences and so promote the work
and the cooperation of the Bench and the
Bar.” Heeding Justice Seeger’s exhortation,
my goal was to set an agenda centered on
education, collaboration and a vigorous exchange of views – both within the judiciary
and between the judiciary and the Bar. Now
that my term as Presiding Member has come
to an end, I want to take this opportunity to
express thanks and reflect on some of the
highlights of the past year.
Thanks to your outstanding participation,
the Section Luncheon at the Association’s
Annual Meeting in January was a resounding
success. The event featured a “fireside chat”
between Fordham Law School Dean Matthew Diller and former U.S. Attorney Preet
Bharara discussing new threats to the rule of
law and how we can work together to uphold and protect democratic values. You can
read an excerpt of their brilliant conversation
immediately following my message. Continuing our tradition of recognizing outstanding
jurists who have made a significant and positive impact on the justice system, the Section awarded the Distinguished Jurist Award
to the Hon. Raymond J. Lohier of the United
States Court of Appeals for the Second Circuit, and honored Presiding Justices Alan D.
Scheinkman of the Second Department and
Elizabeth A. Garry of the Third Department.
In order to foster bench and bar relationships
through our joint commitment to the pursuit
of justice, this year we invited attorney members from across the Association to attend
the luncheon.
In March, our sold-out CLE – Meet the
Presiding Justices of the Appellate Divisions
– brought together Presiding Justices Rolando Acosta of the First Department, Alan D.
Scheinkman of the Second Department, and

Elizabeth A. Garry of the Third Department
to discuss practical tips in negotiating the intermediate appellate process, and common
pitfalls and pointers on error preservation
and writing decisions. The event, which provided a rare opportunity to see the Presiding
Justices interacting on the same stage, drew
judges and bar leaders from across New York
State. The Section is grateful to the Brooklyn
Bar Association for its generous support of
this program.
Our Council on Judicial Associations –
which includes the Presidents of 14 Judicial
Associations from across the State – met
regularly to share views and collaborate on
critical issues affecting the courts, Judges and
judicial administration. One innovation we
introduced last year was to invite featured
guests to each meeting to draw attention to
particular issues. Recent guests have included
Chief Administrative Judge Lawrence Marks,
Deputy Chief Administrative Judge for Judicial Initiatives Edwina G. Mendelson, and
2018-2019 NYSBA President Michael Miller,
as well as Deputy Editor of the New York Law
Journal Susan DeSantis. The goal of these
meetings was both to educate and to spur
future discussion and action on topics of importance to the judiciary.
This Spring, we prepared a memorandum
commenting on the report of the Association’s Task Force on the Evaluation of Candidates for Election to Judicial Office, following
the disbandment of the Independent Judicial
Election Qualification Commissions at the end
of 2018. Our Section lauded the core aspects
of the Task Force report, notably that primary
screening responsibility should rest with attorneys of the state through bar associations.

We also made three recommendations: (i) for
the preservation of a three-tier rating system;
(ii) for the inclusion of a rating for candidates
who choose not to participate in the screening; and (iii) to clarify the Task Force’s proposal for regional committees in areas without
such entities, to ensure involvement of local
attorneys. Our recommendations, which
were positively received by the Task Force and
presented to the Association House of Delegates, were ultimately incorporated into the
Task Force’s set of best practices, which was
adopted by the House of Delegates on April
18. I am pleased to report that the voices of
our Section members were heard.
In closing, and on a more personal note, I
would like to express what an honor and privilege it has been to serve as Presiding Member
during this eventful year. I intend to remain
active within the Section and look forward
to seeing each of you at future events and
gatherings. I extend a heartfelt thanks to all
members of the Section, to now Immediate
Past President Miller and President Henry M.
Greenberg for their steadfast support of Judicial Section initiatives. I also want to express
thanks to this year’s exemplary officers: Hon.
James Murphy, Hon. Barbara Kapnick and
Hon. Denise Hartman. With deep gratitude, I
thank Section NYSBA Staff Liaison Pat Wood,
who retired in early June, for her tireless service over the years. I also owe a debt of gratitude to the Editor of the Judicial Dispatch,
Hon. Deborah Karalunas, for overseeing the
production of the Section newsletter. Finally,
I would like to welcome the new Presiding
Member, the Hon. James P. Murphy, and his
team, who will continue the vital work of our
Section as it approaches its centennial.

Save the Date
NYSBA Council of Judicial Association Meetings
September 13, 2019
December 13, 2019
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In Conversation: Preet Bharara
and Dean Matthew Diller
(Excerpt)
The full transcription of this conversation appeared in NYSBA’s Spring 2019 State Bar News
Billed as a “fireside chat,” this talk took
place at the Judicial Section Awards and Luncheon, January 18, 2019, during the New
York State Bar Association Annual Meeting
in New York City.
Diller: So, one of the assignments, which I
commend to you all, is Preet co-chairs a task
force, a bipartisan task force, on the rule of
law and democracy that produced last fall a
report, titled Proposals for Reform, that bears
reading . . .
Bharara: One of the things I’m proudest
of since leaving office is this task force that I
work on, that’s really supported by the Brennan Center. . .

What Is at Risk?
So, part of what we are doing with the
task force is to try to talk about things that
we think are at risk, because largely, as we’ve
discovered I think more in the last two years
than the prior number of years, is that a lot of
democracy works on the honor system. And
there are norms that people follow and lots
of folks who decided what rules should apply or not and what rules specifically should
apply to a White House or not. If you have
someone who’s willing to push the boundaries, these are in peril.
Diller: So, a lot of the recommendations in
the report take the form of taking things that
have been traditions and established norms
around democracy and the rule of law and
enshrining them in legislation so that they
become part of our formal laws as opposed
to just culture and tradition.
What about the culture and tradition part?
Is there hope for it? And what can the bar
do, what can the judiciary do to support that
culture?

Is Legislation Needed?

Bharara: Look, you’re not going to solve
– and maybe this is the wrong thing to say
to a bunch of folks who interpret statutes
and rules – you don’t solve every problem by
enacting rules and statutes. . . . [T]hings like
the independence of the judiciary or speaking respectfully to other folks or making sure
you respect the boundaries between politics
and law enforcement, you can enact some
rules, enact some policies, but at the end of
the day none of the – can I plug my book for
a moment?
Diller: Please.

Bharara: Among the points I make in the
book . . . , is that, no matter how many laws
you pass, no matter what regulations you
enact, unless the people, including judges,
including litigants, including the people who
are subject to lawsuit, unless all those people
respect the system, you’re not going to get
very far. So, the culture is very important.

The Rule of Law

Bharara: There’s never been a time, that
I’m aware of, where people in this country
are so interested in what lawyers have to say.
. . . And I think that’s a good thing. Because a
lot of people who are citizens of this country
have sort of assumed things go in a particular way, and they’re all thoughtful, educated
people and, I think, committed citizens who
don’t understand how things work. And so,
it’s a long-winded way of saying the one way
I think you can make a difference is not just
in your courtrooms and not just in your law
firms but whenever you talk to people who
are outside of this profession, emphasize to
them the best traditions of the law.
. . . And now compare how truth is found
and how debate is conducted and how difficulties and controversies and fights are resolved in a courtroom versus how it happens
on cable television, or how it happens in politics. And when, I think, you put out messages like that and you explain to people that
reason and logic and evidence and respectful disagreement work and have worked for
hundreds and hundreds of years in our system, maybe you can make some impact on
the way other people outside of a courtroom
think about how they resolve disputes, goodfaith disputes, political ones, policy ones with
their fellow citizens.

The Law as Model

Bharara: [T]here is more and more interest from a broader group of people about
how our institutions work, how democracy
works, how the branches of government are

supposed to interrelate and how court cases
work, there are also people who are increasingly siloed into their own positions. What’s
this term that everyone keeps talking about
– tribalism. It’s a real thing. . .
The status quo in American now is if you
have a certain point of view you watch one
cable news network; if you have a different
point of view you watch another. If you’re
on social media and Twitter, you only follow
the people who agree with you. People who
annoy you, you mute, or you block . . . and
you only hear in the echo chamber.
And yet it’s interesting to me, a lot of the
people who survive in their own echo chamber, it’s not like they’re indifferent to what is
going on. They actually really care a lot about
the wall. Or they care a lot about foreign policy. Or they care a lot about taxes. So, they’re
engaged citizens in that sense, buy they
don’t want to hear what the other side has
to say. They don’t want to be persuaded by
them, they don’t want to understand how to
meet those arguments.
Imagine, if you’re a lawyer, particularly a
litigator, and in particular a prosecutor or defense lawyer, you couldn’t do your job, you
would be fired, you couldn’t survive, if you
didn’t sit there and listen to the arguments
of the other side and then force yourself to
meet the arguments.
So, further to what I said before, there’s a
model for how we talk about things in the
law. . . [I]n a courtroom, . . . people make
their arguments, other people make their
arguments. Everyone is respectful, everyone
has an opportunity to speak. And so, I think
bridging the divide in that sense is a little bit
like trying to get some of this culture in a
profession that people make a lot of fun of
over time, that I in some ways am in awe of,
and having other people understand this is a
good way of doing it.
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TROUBLESOME CPL § 180.50 REDUCTIONS
By Hon. Arnold P. Etelson, Montebello Village Justice
Some time ago I was presiding over a felony case in which the defendant was charged
with criminal possession of marijuana in the
second degree, a class D felony. Allegedly the
defendant possessed seven pounds of marijuana. At the second court appearance after the arraignment defense counsel advised
that the People and defendant had agreed
to a reduction of the charge to a class A
misdemeanor with a sentence of probation.
The misdemeanor section requires a weight
exceeding two ounces. The felony charge requires weight exceeding 16 ounces.
I inquired as to the basis for the reduction
and the Assistant District Attorney stated
that it was in the interest of justice, for dispositional purposes. Defense counsel’s justification was that it was his client’s first arrest. I
denied the application. Defense counsel said
he would take the case to another judge.
The case was adjourned and eventually the
defendant obtained his requested reduction
and probation sentence by virtue of an SCI
Superior Court Information before a felony
court judge.
The application was made pursuant to
CPL § 180.50 (1) which has an interesting
background. For many years, judges in New
York City reduced felonies to misdemeanors
without statutory sanction or consent of the
People. Murtagh v. Maglio, 9 App. Div. 2d
515 (2d Dep’t 1960). In Murtagh the Chief
City Magistrate of the City of New York filed
charges against a City Magistrate for, among
other things, reducing felonies without the
consent of the District Attorney. The charges
culminated in a censure of the City Magistrate. As a result of Murtagh, the New York
City Criminal Courts Act was amended to
permit the reduction of a felony to a misdemeanor with the consent of the District Attorney. Subsequent statewide legislation in
1970, CPL § 180.50, went further to permit
a reduction to a non-felony offense, not limiting it to a misdemeanor.
District attorneys take the position that the
constitutional separation of powers doctrine
authorizes them to “chart the course” of
criminal proceedings. There are many New
York and federal court decisions supporting
that position. Of interest, however, is People
v. Ortiz, 99 Misc. 2d 1069 (Bronx Co. 1979)
where the court discussed CPL § 180.50
among other CPL § 180 sections in light of
defendant’s request for a preliminary hearing. The Ortiz case reaffirms “the case law
indicating the judicial reluctance to interfere

with the exercise of prosecutorial discretion.”
Ortiz, however, does state that prosecutorial
discretion is unfettered when dealing with
calendar control. In Ortiz, the court stated
that “[e]xtraordinary circumstances which
would permit denial of a motion to reduce
might include facts in the affidavit [of a witness] which appear to support defendant’s
contention that a preliminary hearing will result in a dismissal of the charges or a belief
that the facts of the case merit Grand Jury
presentation.” Ortiz, 99 Misc. 2d at 1077.
The issue in this discussion is whether a
misdemeanor court judge, notwithstanding
authority of the federal and state constitutions, state legislation and case law giving
solely to the District Attorney the authority to
initiate and prosecute criminal offenses, can
deny the People’s motion to reduce. I submit
that the judge is not obligated to grant the
motion.
CPL § 180.50 and other 180 sections are
procedurally very technical. What is clear,
however, is the requirement that an inquiry
must be conducted by the judge in order for
a reduction to be valid. See e.g., People v.
Yolles, 92 NY 2d 960 (1998). Section 180.50
requires the consent of the District Attorney
for the judge to make the inquiry. Once the
inquiry is conducted the judge can then decide, based upon the “available facts and
evidence,” whether the felony should be
reduced. Without the inquiry, there can be
no valid reduction. If the inquiry results in no
facts or evidence to justify the reduction, as
in the case before me, then I submit a reduction not only would be improper, but also invalid. The application is in effect a motion requiring a decision by the court to either grant
or deny the relief requested based upon the
information received at the inquiry.
CPL § 180.50 also is interesting because
it provides authority for the judge, not the
prosecution, to order a reduction. In practice,
probably close to 100% of the cases involve
applications made by the District Attorney,
usually but not always with the consent of
the defendant. A defendant might oppose
the motion and demand a preliminary hearing where he is not interested in taking a plea
to the reduction, as was the case in Ortiz. CPL
§ 180.50 came into effect to make clear that
a reduction requires the consent of the prosecutor, but the procedure is set up for the
court to make the determination, subject to
consent of the prosecutor. I am not suggesting the prosecutor does not have authority

to make the application; however, the procedure was established for action by the judge,
not unilateral action by the prosecutor.
Turning back to my case of the seven
pounds of marijuana. Without divulging to
the basis for the reduced disposition, it was
not possible for me to set forth the requisite
basis for the reduction.
The 2018 November/December issue of
the New York State Bar Journal discusses the
controversial creation of a “Commission on
Prosecutorial Conduct,” the first in the nation, the constitutionality of which is being
challenged based upon separation of powers. Ninety years ago, in Matter of Richardson, 247 NY 401 (1928), Chief Judge Cardozo declared unconstitutional a section of
the Public Officers Law which authorized the
Governor to direct a state Supreme Court
Justice to take evidence on a charge lodged
by the Governor against a public official.
Judge Cardozo decided that the law was
an attempt to charge a justice of the Supreme
Court with the mandatory performance of
non-judicial duties. Cardoza said that the justice’s findings would have been “mere advice
to the Governor who may adopt them, or
modify them, or reject them altogether. From
the beginnings of our history, the principle
has been enforced that there is no inherent
power in Executive or Legislature to charge
the judiciary with administrative functions
except when reasonably incidental to the fulfillment of judicial duties. . . . The function
of the judges is to determine controversies
between litigants.”
The Richardson case, of course, has no factual connection to the subject marijuana case
but I mention it and the current attempted
creation of a Commission on Prosecutorial
Misconduct to question the perceived authority of a district attorney to have complete unfettered control of violations of the
criminal law. While a court cannot initiate a
criminal charge, once begun, the court has
and should have some control over its final
disposition. I submit that concomitant with
the separation of powers is the doctrine of
checks and balances which limits the arbitrary exercise of power by one governmental
branch.
Perhaps CPL § 180.50 could use some legislative clarity. Query: what happens to the
case if the felony judge does not go along
with the sought after reduction?
Comments on this discussion are welcome.
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Law Day Reflections on the Importance of the Courts
and the Judiciary
By Hon. Deborah H. Karalunas
As we contemplate why it is important to
make informed decisions about the courts
and the judiciary, please consider this Law
Day speech I previously gave.
Why are we here? Why do we celebrate
Law Day? What does the theme – “No
Courts. No Justice. No Freedom” mean to
students . . . lawyers . . . business people . . .
judges . . . criminals . . . volunteers . . . jurors
. . . victims? What are you called to do to ensure that justice will not yield to the obstacles
that confront the courts and members of the
judiciary?
In 1957, then American Bar Association
president Charles S. Rhyne envisioned a special day to mark our commitment to the rule
of law. Four years later, Congress resolved
that May 1 of each year would be a special
day for Americans to celebrate their liberties,
reaffirm their loyalty to the United States, rededicate themselves to the ideals of equality
and justice under the law, and cultivate the
respect for law that is so vital to our democratic way of life.
As I recently examined Law Day contestants’ essays, videos, posters and photographs, I was impressed by the notion that
many people perceive our courts as a forum
for redress of crimes. To be sure, that is a partial truth. But our courts safeguard justice and
freedom in so many additional ways. Courts
are about more than the rights that attach in
criminal proceedings. For example, it was the
courts in 1819 that established the sanctity of
contract. It was the courts in 1842 that held
unions and strikes were legal. In 1954 the
courts decried segregation as unconstitutional. And in 1962 courts sanctioned the right
to an equal vote. Our courts provide a forum
for injured people to seek compensation, for
families in crisis, and for administration of estates. The reliability, effectiveness, legitimacy
and trustworthiness of our courts underlies
our willingness to contract, to work, to purchase, to get married, to have children and to
travel. In short, the work of the courts affects
our everyday lives.
I recently read a book entitled Rebuilding
Justice: Civil Courts in Jeopardy and Why
You Should Care. The authors, Rebecca Love
Kourlis and Dirk Olin, wrote: “[c]ourts are
both the last resort and the vision for the future . . . They enforce the rights constitutionally guaranteed to individuals – against even
the will of the majority.”

Although our founding fathers recognized
the importance of the courts when they
made the judiciary one of three co-equal
branches of government, in recent times
judicial independence has been eroded. According to Luis A. Gonzalez, former Presiding
Justice of the Appellate Division, First Department, New York courts experienced a 12
percent increase in their caseloads between
2002 and 2012. Simultaneously, state court
budgets steadily declined. The National Center for State Courts reported that 42 state
court systems suffered significant budget
cuts in 2011. The victims of increased judicial
caseloads and decreased judicial budgets are
not the judges or the court staff, but our citizens, our families, neighbors and employers.
The victims are the very people our founding
fathers sought to protect.
In the forward to Rebuilding Justice, former
Supreme Court Justice Sandra Day O’Connor
wrote: “[o]ur County’s courts are in danger.
Our democratic society depends upon the existence of a qualified and independent third
branch of government. A healthy, fully functioning judiciary provides the counterbalance
to the political branches that is necessary to
assure protection of our constitutional rights.”
Justice O’Connor maintains that support for
judicial independence has faltered because
our education system is failing to impart an
understanding of the role and importance
of the courts. She is right. In the wake of efforts by the State Education Department to
make optional the statewide Global History
and Geography exam, one upstate teacher,
Kathy DeForge, noted: “Social studies is the
stepchild to English and math.” Schools “have
doubled down on English and math classes,
which are rigorously tested by the state, at the
expense of social studies. If it’s not tested, it’s
not taught . . . At the elementary level [social
studies] is relegated to two o’clock on a Friday
afternoon, if the teacher has time. How can
you prepare citizens of the world if they’re not
knowledgeable of other cultures and other
economies and other political systems?”
Of equal importance is education about
our own political system. We must do a
better job educating our citizens about the
importance of an adequately funded, highly
qualified, independent judiciary. According
to the World Bank, which evaluates judicial
systems globally: when courts “carry a large
backlog of cases [they] erod[e] individual and
property rights, stifl[e] private sector growth,

and, in some cases, even violat[e] human
rights. Delays affect both the fairness and the
efficiency of the judicial system; they impede
the public’s access to the courts which, in effect, weakens democracy, the rule of law and
the ability to enforce human rights.”
So, I return to one of my opening questions: What are you called to do to ensure
that justice will not yield to the obstacles
that confront the courts? Increase your understanding and appreciation of the role of
the courts in protecting freedom and insuring
justice in your everyday lives. Work to ensure
and protect the independence of the courts,
as well as the experience, expertise and independence of the judges who serve on those
courts. Be the best judges you can be.

The New York
Bar Foundation
The New York Bar Foundation plays
an important role in ensuring access
to justice in New York State. Your
generous support makes it possible
for the New York Bar Foundation
to provide support to legal services
organizations, nonprofits, bar
associations and other charitable
initiatives, and offers the bench and
the bar an opportunity invest in their
own community.
Please join the efforts of the
many law firms, individuals and
corporations that have generously
contributed to The New York Bar
Foundation by making a gift online
at www.tnybf.org/donation
For further information, please
contact Foundation Executive,
Deborah A. Auspelmyer, at
(518) 487-5650 or at
dauspelmyer@tnybf.org.
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2019 ANNUAL LUNCHEON AND AWARD CEREMONY
The Judicial Section held its Judicial Section Award Ceremony and Luncheon on Friday, January 18, 2019, during the NYSBA’s Annual Meeting in New York City. Attended by jurists and attorneys from across the state, the Section presented U.S. Court of Appeals for the Second
Circuit Judge Raymond Lohier with its Distinguished Jurist Award and recognized Second Department Presiding Justice Alan Scheinkman and
Third Department Presiding Justice Elizabeth Garry. Preet Bharara, former U.S. Attorney for the Southern District of New York and Fordham
University School of Law Dean Matthew Diller then took center stage to discuss preserving the rule of law.

Former United States Attorney Preet Bharara speaking with Fordham Law Dean Mathew Diller

Hon. James Murphy, Presiding Justice Elizabeth Garry and Hon. Cheryl Chambers

Second Circuit Judge Raymond Lohier

Preet Bharara, Chief Judge Janet DiFiore and
Michael Miller, 2018-2019 NYSBA President

Preet Bharara and Hon. Cheryl Chambers, 20182019 Presiding Member of Judicial Section
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2019 ANNUAL LUNCHEON AND AWARD CEREMONY
The Judicial Section, over its 95-year history, has sought to provide a forum for constructive dialogue and recognize distinguished judges for
their contributions to the administration of justice.

Hon. Cheryl Chambers

Assembled guests at Judicial Section Luncheon

Presiding Justice Alan Scheinkman

Presiding Justice Elizabeth Garry

Hon. Cheryl Chambers, Presiding Justice Alan
Scheinkman and Hon. James Murphy

Hon. Raymond Lohier and Hon. Cheryl Chambers
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2019 ANNUAL LUNCHEON AND AWARD CEREMONY

Former Presiding Justice Peters and Deputy Chief
AJ Mendelson

Chief Judge Janet DiFiore

Chief Judge Janet DiFiore

Preet Bharara

Associate Judge Leslie Stein and NYSBA President
Hank Greenberg

Hon. James Murphy sworn in as Presiding Member

Hon. Barbara Kapnick sworn in as Assistant
Presiding Member and Hon. Denise Hartman as
Secretary

2019 – 2020 Judicial Section officers were sworn in by Chief
Judge Janet DiFiore during the Luncheon. Hon. James Murphy
was sworn in as Presiding Member of the Judicial Section
succeeding Hon. Cheryl Chambers; Hon. Barbara Kapnick
was sworn in as Assistant Presiding Member and Hon.
Denise Hartman as Secretary. The new officers, including
Hon. Joanne Quinones as Secretary (not depicted), began
their terms of office on June 1.
Michael Miller, 2018-2019 NYSBA President
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JUDICIAL SECTION CLE: MEET THE PRESIDING JUSTICES OF THE
APPELLATE DIVISIONS
Presiding Justices Rolando T. Acosta of the First Department, Alan D. Scheinkman of the Second Department and Elizabeth Garry of Third Department were the main attraction on Monday, March 4 at a Judicial Section sponsored program at the Appellate Division Second Department
in Brooklyn Heights organized by Program Chairs, Hon. Cheryl Chambers and Barbara Kapnick. With generous support from the Brooklyn
Bar Association, the Presiding Justices discussed practical tips for negotiating the intermediate appellate process with judges and bar leaders.

Assembled attendees at Meet the Presiding Justices CLE

Brooklyn Bar President David Chidekel

Presiding Justices Rolando T. Acosta, Alan D. Scheinkman and Elizabeth A. Garry

Michael Miller, 2018-2019 NYSBA President

Presiding Justice Alan D. Scheinkman

Presiding Justice Rolando T. Acosta
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NYSBA COUNCIL OF JUDICIAL ASSOCIATIONS MEETING
March 15, 2019
Chief Administrative Judge Lawrence Marks joined judicial association presidents from across the state at the March 15 meeting of the
Council of Judicial Associations. NYSBA Judicial Section convenes the Council of Judicial Associations four times per year to discuss pertinent
issues affecting the courts, judges and judicial administration.

Membership in the
Judicial Section
We invite you to join NYSBA and
OUR Judicial Section. United as one
body, we strive to promote, insure and
deliver justice. We work hard to make
membership in the Section valuable
and rewarding. So please join the more
than 300 judges at all levels of the state
judiciary who already enjoy the many
privileges afforded by their affiliation
with NYSBA and the Judicial Section.

Chief Administrative Judge Lawrence Marks addressing the Judicial Council

NYSBA provides a wide array of
programs and services to keep
attorneys and judges well informed
and connected. The Judicial Section
addresses issues unique to the duties,
responsibilities and welfare of the
judiciary. Our Section also provides
a forum for representatives of the
Council of Judicial Associations to
address issues important to the
Judiciary including legislation and court
procedure. Among the other benefits
of membership in our Section are:
• three free online CLE educational
programs

2018-2019 Judicial Council

• free access to CasePrepPlus’s
entire library of advance sheets
and research services, as well as
unlimited access to all archives (an
annual value of $160)
• a discount to attend the Judicial
Section Annual Meeting luncheon

Chief Administrative Judge Lawrence Marks and Hon.
Cheryl E. Chambers

Hon. Barbara Kapnick and Hon. James P.
Murphy

• a complimentary copy of the Judicial
Dispatch, the only newsletter in
New York State written by judges
for judges
• unparalleled camaraderie among
our State’s guardians of the law
If you have any questions, please
contact our Member Resource
Center at (800) 582-2452.

Ruth Shillingford, President of Judicial
Friends

2018-2019 Judicial Council

Membership in the Judicial Section
is only $25.00. Section membership
dues can be paid online at nysba.org.
or by mail to NYSBA, Attention State
Bar Service Center, One Elk Street,
Albany, NY 12207. Join now!
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Section and Member Associations at Work
Judicial Section
Meet the Presiding Justices CLE
On March 4, 2019, the NYSBA Judicial Section sponsored a complimentary, interactive
CLE with the Presiding Justices of three of the
Supreme Court, Appellate Divisions: Hon. Rolando T. Acosta, Hon. Alan D. Scheinkman,
and Hon. Elizabeth A. Garry. The “sold-out”
program, held at the Appellate Division,
Second Department, was co-chaired by
Hon. Cheryl E. Chambers and Hon. Barbara R. Kapnick. The Brooklyn Bar Association
co-sponsored the CLE.

March 15, 2019 Judicial Council
Meeting

June 7, 2019 Judicial Council
Meeting

At our March 15, 2019 Judicial Council
meeting, we heard from guest speaker, Chief
Administrative Judge Lawrence K. Marks,
about OCA’s plans and programs for 2019.

At our June 7, 2019, we were honored to
have as our special guest Jeffrey Dinowitz,
Chair of the New York State Assembly Committee on the Judiciary, about a number of
topics of interest to the judiciary.

Judges, Lawyers & Women’s
Suffrage CLE
On March 25, 2019, the NYSBA Judicial
Section was a co-sponsor, with the Gender
Fairness Committee of the Third Judicial District, of a CLE entitled: “Judges, Lawyers &
Women’s Suffrage – Recognizing the Men
Who Stood with Women on the Front Lines.”
The two-credit CLE featured the Hon. Richard A. Dollinger, author of the article, “The
Judges Who Paved the Road to Seneca Falls
in 1848,” Hon. Margaret T. Walsh, and Prof.
Brooke Kroeger, author of “The Suffragents:
How Women Used Men to Get the Vote.”

Assemblyman Jeffrey Dinowitz and Presiding Member of the NYSBA Judicial Section Hon. James P. Murphy

Latino Judges Association
On March 11, 2019, the Latino Judges Association hosted a panel discussion at the First Department entitled “The Road to the Appellate
Division” featuring Latino Appellate Division Justices Hon. Rolando Acosta, Presiding Justice, First Dept; Hon. Betsy Barros, Associate Justice,
Second Dept; Hon. Sallie Manzanet-Daniels, Associate Justice, First Dept; Hon. Reinaldo Rivera, Associate Justice, Second Dept. The panel was
moderated by Hon. Ariel Belen (ret.), JAMS Mediator, Arbitrator and Special Master. The event was co-sponsored by the Hispanic National Bar
Association–NY Region (HNBA-NY), the Long Island Hispanic Bar Association (LIHBA), the Puerto Rican Bar Association (PRBA), the Dominican
Bar Association (DBA) and the Latino Lawyers Association of Queens County (LLAQC).

LJA Board and panelists (l-r) First row: Hon. Ariel Belen, Hon. Betsy Barros,
Hon. Joanne D. Quinones (President, LJA), Hon. Sallie Manzanet-Daniels,
Hon. Carmen Velasquez; Second row: Hon. Rolando Acosta, Hon. Fiordaliza A.
Rodriguez, Hon. Reinaldo Rivera; Third Row: Hon. Walter Rivera, Hon. Wilma
Guzman, Hon. Llinet Rosado; Fourth Row: Hon. Javier E. Vargas

(l-r) Hon. Reinaldo Rivera, Hon. Betsy Barros, Hon. Ariel Belen, Hon. Sallie
Manzanet-Daniels, Hon. Rolando Acosta
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Association of Justices of the Supreme Court of the
State of New York
The Association of Justices of the Supreme Court of the State of New York held its Annual Breakfast Meeting at the New York City Bar Association on January 18, 2019. Chief Judge Janet DiFiore swore in our new officers, we had a moment of silence for our deceased members,
we recognized our newly elected judges, and we bestowed the Martin J. Evans Memorial Award on former AJSCNY President, and current
Associate Judge of the New York Court of Appeals, Judge Paul Feinman.

Chief Judge Janet DiFiore congratulating AJSCNY President Hon. Debra A. James

Recognizing newly elected New York State Supreme Court Justices

Swearing in of AJSCNY Officers (l-r) Hon. Charles C. Merrell (President-Elect), Hon.
Francesca E. Connolly (Treasurer), Hon. Barbara R. Kapnick (Secretary), Hon. John
P. Colangelo (Second Vice President). Not pictured, Hon. Carmen R. Velasquez
(First Vice President)

Hon. Phillip R. Rumsey, former President of the AJSCNY, taking a few jabs at Hon.
Paul Feinman while presenting to him the Justice Martin Evans Award for Judicial
Excellence and Leadership

Associate Court of Appeals Judge Paul Feinman with Meryle Evans, the widow
of Justice Martin Evans
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Brooklyn Bar Association
On January 31, 2019, the Brooklyn Bar Association sponsored “An Evening with Justice Sonia Sotomayor.”

(l-r) Hon. Reinaldo Rivera, Associate Justice of the Appellate Division, Second
Department; Hon. Connie Mallafre-Melendez, Civil Court, Kings County; Hon.
Edwin Novillo, Criminal Court, Kings County; Hon. Sonia Sotomayor, Associate
Justice of the Supreme Court of the United States; Hon. Joanne D. Quinones,
President, Latino Judges Association, Supreme Court, Kings County

(l-r) Hon. Joanne D. Quinones, Supreme Court, Kings County; Hon. Sonia
Sotomayor, Associate Justice of the Supreme Court of the United States; Hon.
Patria Frias-Colon, Family Court, New York County; Hon. Connie Mallafre-Melendez, Civil Court, Kings County

Asian American Judges Association of New York State
On Monday, May 13, 2019, the Asian American Judges Association of New York State (AAJANY), the Brooklyn Women’s Bar Association
(BWBA), the Asian American Bar Association of New York (AABANY), and the South Asian Bar Association of New York (SABANY) joined together for the first time to celebrate the culture, traditions and history of Asian American and Pacific Islanders in the United States. The event
was held at the Brooklyn Bar Association, and drew a crowd of approximately 90 attendees, despite the deluge that descended upon us. The
month of May was chosen as Asian American and Pacific Islander Heritage Month to commemorate the immigration of the first Japanese to
the United States on May 7, 1843 and to mark the completion of the transcontinental railroad on May 10, 1869. The night opened with a traditional lion dance, which symbolizes good luck and fortune. The honoree of the evening was the Hon. Pamela K. Chen, a federal District Court
Judge in the Eastern District of New York in Brooklyn, New York. Judge Chen was nominated to the federal bench in January 2013 by President
Barack Obama, and is the first openly gay Asian-American federal judge and only the second Chinese female federal district court judge.

(l-r) District Leader Nancy Tong, Hemalee Patel (Court Attorney Referee), Carrie Anne Cavallo (President of the BWBA), Hon. Lillian Wan (President of the NY
Asian American Judges Association), Hon. Pamela K. Chen (honoree), Ryan Budhu (President of SABANY), Yang Chen (Executive Director of AABANY), Austin Li
(NY Lotus Light Association, Inc.) and David Li (President of the NY Lotus Light Association, Inc.)
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International Association
of Women Judges

Women’s Bar Association
of the State of New York

Judges from New York attended the National Bar Association’s
Mid-Winter Judicial Council Conference in Panama City, Panama.

Members of the Women Judges Committee of the Women's Bar
Association of the State of New York (WBASNY) convened in June
2019 at the WBASNY'S Annual Convention held at The Westin Resort in Savannah, Georgia.

Hon. Cenceria P. Edwards (Civil Court, Kings); Hon. Alvin Yearwood (Supreme
Court, Bronx); Hon. Guy Mitchell (Supreme Court, New York); Hon. Joanne D.
Quinones (Supreme Court, Kings); Hon. Claudia Daniels-DePeyster (Criminal
Court, Kings); Hon. Craig S. Walker (Supreme Court, Kings); Hon. Yvonne
Lewis (Supreme Court, Kings – ret.); Hon. L. Priscilla Hall (Appellate Division,
Second Dept – ret.); Hon. Carolyn E. Wade (Supreme Court, Kings); Hon.
Lewis Douglas (Supreme Court, Kings – ret.); Hon. Marsha Michael (Supreme
Court, Bronx)

Front row: Hon. Marguerite Grays (Supreme Court, Queens County), Hon.
Betty Weinberg Ellerin (ret.) and Hon. Sandra Sciortino (Supreme Court,
Orange County)
Second row: Hon. Kathy Bergmann (Family Court, Suffolk County), Hon.
Joanne D. Quinones (Committee Chair, Supreme Court, Kings. County), Hon.
Lourdes Ventura (Civil Court, Queens County), Hon. Bernice Siegal (Supreme
Court, Queens County), Hon. Joy Campanelli (Civil Court, Richmond County)
and Hon. Andrea Phoenix (District Court, Nassau County)
Third Row: ALJ Marjorie Martin (Traffic Violations Bureau) and Hon. Nancy
Bannon (Supreme Court, New York County)

Association of Lesbian and Gay Judges
The Association of Lesbian and Gay Judges held its annual dinner on January 17, 2019. The event was co-sponsored by the Richard C.
Failla LGBTQ Commission of the New York State Courts. The two organizations recognized Chief Judge Janet DiFiore for her “commitment to
inclusion and diversity in the courts.” Senate Judiciary Committee Chair Brad Hoylman and Deputy Chief Administrative Judge George Silver
gave remarks.
(l-r) Association of Lesbian and Gay Judges
President Justice Curtis Farber, Commission
Co-Chair, Justice Marcy Kahn, Chief Judge Janet
DiFiore, Commission Co-Chair Justice Joanne
Winslow, and Commission Executive Director
Matthew Skinner
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Court of Claims Judges Visit Cuba
By Hon. Dineen Ann Riviezzo
Fourteen members of the OCA family – 12
judges of the Court of Claims, one elected
justice and the Deputy Clerk for the Appellate Division, Second Judicial Department
– visited Cuba from April 30th to May 3rd
on a professional exchange with high-level
members of the Cuban judiciary and legal
community at the Union Nacional de Juristas
de Cuba (Cuban Bar Association). The trip,
arranged by the Hon. Walter Rivera, included tours of Old Havana and the University of
Havana and evenings celebrating Cuban music, dance and culture. Many of the judges’
spouses also attended and enjoyed the local
craft markets, the National Museum of Fine
Arts, a boat ride along the coast of Havana,
and joined the entire group for a tour of a
working cigar factory.
The OCA members on the trip were: Hon.
Edwina Mendelson, Deputy Chief Administrative Judge for Justice Initiatives; Hon. Richard Sise, Acting Presiding Judge of the Court
of Claims; Hon. Richard Aulisi; Hon. Daniel
Conviser; Hon. Vincent Del Giudice; Hon.
Steven Jaeger; Hon. Renee Minarik; Hon.

Guy Mangano Jr.; Hon. Walter Rivera; Hon.
Dineen Ann Riviezzo; Hon. Michele Rodney;
Hon. Joseph Sise; Hon. Lillian Wan; Maria T.
Fasulo, Deputy Clerk, Appellate Division, Second Judicial Department.
Our judicial hosts explained that Cuba just
completed a multi-year process to ratify a
new national constitution. Over seven million
Cubans participated and approved changes
to the decades-old constitution to better reflect the realities of our modern times in areas such as contracts, criminal, civil, family,
property and international law. Given Cuba’s
early colonization, its legal system is based on
the Spanish model. Civil disputes and criminal cases are resolved not by jury trials, but by
three-person tribunals. One tribunal member
is a professional judge and the other two are
lay persons who serve for one or two months
per year. One of the Cuban judges explained
that these lay judges bring a “dose of social
justice” to the court.
While it is well known that Cubans enjoy
free education through graduate school and
benefit from subsidized medical care, we also

learned that 98% of Cubans own their own
homes – in which multi-generational family
members live to take care of one another.
Another example of private ownership – and
an exception to their socialist system – is the
paladars – independently owned restaurants.
We dined in several paladars that showcased
the delicious culinary specialties of Cuba such
as grilled lobster and octopus and marinated
pulled pork.
Setting politics aside, our Cuban hosts conveyed a strong desire to normalize relations
with the United States and participate fully in international trade and commerce. Our
hosts expressed the need to stimulate their
country’s struggling economy as evidenced by
crumbling infrastructure and the rationing of
certain food staples. It is axiomatic that Cuban
history is very much entwined with America’s
history and we certainly can learn much from
each other. We left Cuba with a deep appreciation that as human beings there is much
more that unites us than divides us.

(l-r) Hon. Guy Mangano, Maria
Fasulo, Esq., Peggy Jaeger, Dr.
Catherine Paradiso, Hon. Vincent DelGiudice, Hon. Dineen
Riviezzo, Hon. Daniel Conviser,
Hon. Steven Jaeger, Hon. Renee
Minarik, Hon. Edwina Mendelson, Dean Mendelson, Esq.,
Hon. Walter Rivera and Isabel
Figueroa

(l-r) Front row, Hon. Walter
Rivera, Prof. Yamila Gonzalez,
Isabel Figuera, Prof. Doris Quintana, Hon. Lillian Wan; Second
row, Hon. Richard Aulisi, Hon.
Renee Minarik, Hon. Daniel
Conviser, Hon. Steven Jaeger
and Maria Fasulo, Esq.; Back
row, Hon. Joseph Sise, Hon.
Richard Sise, Hon. Edwina Mendelson, Hon. Dineen Riviezzo,
Hon. Vincent DelGiudice and
Hon. Guy Mangano

(l-r) Front row, Maria Fasulo, Esq.; Hon. Lillian Wan;
Hon. Renee Forgensi Minarik; Hon. Steven M.
Jaeger; Hon. Edwina G. Mendelson, Deputy Chief
Administrative Judge for Justice Initiatives. Second
row, Hon. Guy Mangano; Prof. Luis Valenzuela (Univ.
of Havana Law School); Hon. Michele Rodney; Maria
Isabel Figueroa, Esq. Third row: Hon. Joseph M. Sise;
Hon. Richard Aulisi; Hon. Walter Rivera; Hon. Vincent
Del Giudice, President of the Court of Claims Judges
Association; Hon. Dineen A. Riviezzo; Hon. Richard
Sise, Acting Presiding Judge of the Court of Claims.
Top row: Hon. Daniel Conviser
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Reflections on Hon. Eileen
Bransten’s Retirement Gala –
January 15, 2019
By Hon. Eileen Bransten
It was a stupendous night. The people, the food, the decorations, the drinks, everything
was designed to make the evening perfect. All the hard work made the evening one of the
nicest things that has ever happen to me.
The rotunda was set up in an extraordinary manner to invite everyone to come and enjoy.
The seats were spaced far enough apart so that anyone who wanted to get up and take another taste of the delicious food, or have another drink, could do so without disturbing their
neighbors. Each of the tablecloths was drawn tight so that the LED lights placed under the
tables sparkled as they blinked their blue lights on and off. Even the two statues at the front
of the Rotunda were adorned with a halo of these blue LED lights.
What made the entire rotunda shine were the cascading flowers flowing down from the
second-floor balcony. These yellow flowers with white highlights framed the area where the
podium was set up. There were also beautiful mason jar vases adorned with white roses, other
white flowers whose name I do not know, dark green ivy and other leaves. The vases were
encircled with blue LED lights, which set off each of the bouquets.
Three tables on either side the rotunda held the delicious food – excellent sushi, pigs-inthe-blanket, the politician’s filet mignon, assorted charcuterie and other delights – which were
constantly replenished by the unobtrusive but extremely attentive staff. The only one negative
to the whole evening was that, as the honoree, I could not stand by the food tables and taste
each of these delectable delights.

But who came to this gala event? Almost everyone!
Mistress of Ceremonies, Justice Saliann Scarpulla, nearly had to give up her work as one of
most productive judges in the Commercial Division in New York County to organize, create
and execute the retirement party. One thing I can say about Justice Scarpulla – she throws a
GREAT party and she is THE BEST multi-tasker I know. I discovered this amazing trait when
Justice Scarpulla served as my Principal Court Attorney way back when I was still in the Matrimonial Part. Justice Kaplan started the speeches, which Justice Scarpulla limited to three
minutes each, including my “thank-you” speech at the end. (It was a hard task to follow but
who dared cross the great Saliann Scarpulla)! Deputy Chief Administrative Judge for the New
York City Courts, Justice George Silver’s remarks about my career reflected the many, many
years we have known each other both from before Justice Silver became a judge and during
his magnificent career on the bench. It was an honor for me to have him take the time to
come to my retirement and to speak such kind words. Justice Jacqueline W. Silbermann, who
hired me as her Principal Court Attorney – way back in 1992 – and who, after my election to
the bench, later became my Administrative Judge, also spoke of our years together. The too
kind words of my former law professor who then became the Dean of Fordham Law School,
John Feerick, were so heartening for me to hear. Comptroller Stringer, who was instrumental
in making me first a New York City Civil Court judge and then, in 1999, securing for me the
nomination to the Supreme Court, also spoke at the party.
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Hon. Eileen Bransten’s Retirement Gala, Continued
Justice Betty Weinberg Ellerin, who retired as the Presiding Justice of the Appellate Division, First Department, also spoke. Without Betty
Ellerin, none of us women judges would have progressed so much and so far in our judicial careers. Not only does Betty Ellerin take the time
to counsel you, she, over the years, has shown that she truly cares, and she truly relishes in your successes.

Hon. Saliann Scarpulla and Hon. Eileen Bransten

The Board of Directors of JALBCA (the Judges and Lawyers Breast Cancer Alert)

Administrative Judge Deborah Kaplan

Hon. Jacqueline W. Silbermann and Hon. Eileen Bransten
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There are no adequate words of thanks that I can express. I know that Sheron L Nelles, Esq. a partner at Sullivan & Cromwell LLP, was so very
instrumental in creating the event. I thank her from the bottom of my heart. I cannot express the gratitude that I feel to be so truly recognized
by JALBCA and the Women’s Bar Association. Of the over 350 pictures taken at the event, I have chosen but a few to give a sense of the magnitude of the occasion. It is a memory that I cherish. I feel that it was a recognition of the work I accomplished on the bench and a grand finale
to a judicial career that I never thought possible when I first started at Fordham Law School in the mid-August 1976. I have had a very special,
very exciting, very happy and very, very fulfilling life. I thank everyone for participating in this grand event. It was a true celebration – and one
for which I am deeply grateful. THANK YOU.

Hon. Eileen Bransten and Deputy Chief
Administrative Judge (NYC) George J. Silver

Scott Stringer, Comptroller of the City of New York

Hon. Betty Weinberg Ellerin and Hon. Eileen Bransten

Hon. Loretta A. Preska, the former Chief Judge for the United States District
Court for the Southern District of New York, and her husband, Thomas Kavaler,
with Hon. Eileen Bransten

Dean of Fordham Law School, John Feerick, and
Hon. Eileen Bransten

Lynn Neuner, Hon. Eileen Bransten and Robert Haig
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Hon. Eileen Bransten’s Retirement Gala, COntinued

Hon. Eileen Bransten and Hon. Rosalyn Richter,
Associate Justice of the Appellate Division,
1st Department

Roger J. Maldonado, current President of the New
York City Bar

Hon. Eileen Bransten and Hon. Carol Edmead

Justice Bransten’s son, Richard Simpson

Hon. Eileen Bransten and Hon. Carmen Beauchamp Ciparick, former Associate Judge of the
Court of Appeals

Hon. Deborah Karalunas, former Presiding
Member of the Judicial Section of the New York
State Bar Association, Editor of the Judicial
Dispatch and former President of the Association
of Justices of the Supreme Court of the State of
New York
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member
Highlights

Judicial Appointments
Congratulations to the following members of the judiciary:
Thomas A. Adams, appointed Presiding Justice of the Appellate Term, Ninth and Tenth Judicial Districts
Hon. Vito C. Caruso, appointed Deputy Chief Administrative Judge for Courts Outside New York City
Hon. Elizabeth H. Emerson, appointed Associate Justice of the Appellate Term, Ninth and Tenth Judicial District
Hon. Doris Gonzalez, appointed Administrative Judge for Civil Matters, Supreme Court, Bronx County
Hon. Norman St. George, appointed Administrative Judge of Nassau County Courts
Hon. Jeffrey S. Sunshine, appointed Statewide Coordinating Judge for Matrimonial Cases

Recognitions and Awards
The Hon. Rosalyn Richter, Appellate Division, First Department,
was honored on Feb. 8, 2019 with Brooklyn Law School’s Alumni of the Year Award.

Hon. Rosalyn Richter
The Hon. Michael L. Hanuszczak, Family Court, Onondaga County, was recently honored with the first annual
Mike Bristol Crystal Award from the Court Appointed Special Advocates (CASA) program.

Judge Hanuszczak and his twin daughters Bridget,
and Laura, and Laura’s husband, Sean Kelley.

Ms. Stefanie Savory, Onondaga CASA Program
Director, and Ms. Barbara Benedict, Director – CASA
of New York State, bestowing Mike Bristol Crystal
Award on Hon. Michael Hanuszczak
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